Rector Writes: September 2011

How are children socialised? In other words how do children become part of
society at large. It doesn’'t happen over night but takes years and years. Take
something quite basic like eating at the table for example — children eat with
parents and grandparents and other family members who reiterate social mores.
“Don’t talk with your mouth full” “Don’t play with your food”. Children also learn
how to sit, use cutlery, drink from a glass and how to eat different foods. There are
mishaps along the way, things will get knocked over, fingers not forks will get
used, sauces will be liberally found around the mouth and on the table. However
over time these things begin to disappear and a child can confidently take their
place at table unassisted. Adults who have not gone through this process are not
the best people to share a meal with, in fact it can become alarming to see ‘grown
ups’ displaying worse table manners than children.

Most children take it as a badge of pride to have advanced at table. | don't have
baby dishes and plates but adult dishes and plates! Give a child a baby or
toddlers beaker and they will not be best pleased, they want an adult cup or glass.
Pride and self confidence can be a spring board to take on responsibility. |
remember being a server at School, this involved serving the other children on my
table their food at lunchtime from metal serving dishes before serving myself.
There were about eight children to a table and being a server was a responsibility.
There is a transition from learning how eat at table to taking an active part in the
meal itself.

| think we need to look properly at how we socialise children into the worship life
of the Church. | am increasingly feeling it is quite wrong to have separate Services
that cut across ages. A service like a meal time should be for the whole family.
There are of course times when it is appropriate to have different Services — the
equivalent of the children’s party or adult dinner party. But by and large every
Service needs to be “all age”. If this is not the case how will children learn and
accept as normal a typical Sunday Service? What | see is that children are
estranged from typical Sunday Services because the Service is not part of their
experience. The language and the hymns are all strange. We need to find ways to
make the faith and the worship we hold dear speak to children. We need to better
socialise our children in the ways of the Church in order for them to receive the
tradition for themselves.

James



DIARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2011 (continued)

October
o . _ Sun.2™  Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
Sat.3rd 10.00am St.Mary's Walkmg Group Weekend 8.00am Holy Communion at Birtles
Sat.3 3.30pm Holy Matrimony at Alderley 9.30am Harvest Service at Alderley
10.15am Family Service at Birtles
Sun. 4th  Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 11.15am  Harvest Service at Alderley
8.00am Holy Communion at Birtles 6.30pm Evensong at Alderley
9.30am Family Service at Alderley
10.15am Family Service at Birtles
11.15am Holy Communion at Alderley COFFEE is available in the Parish Hall after the 9.30am Family Service.
6.30pm Evensong at Alderley Donations to charity.
Thu. 8" 10.00am Holy Communion at Alderley
COLLECTION TOTALS
Sun 11"  Twelfth Sunday after Trinity _ _ _ _
8.00am Holy Communion at Alderley Gift Aid Non-Gift Aid Misc. Standing
9.30am Holy Communion at Alderley Date Envelopes Envelopes Cash Orders Total
10.15am  Holy Communion at Birtles July 3rd 413.60 12.00 | 30.00 455.60
éléé‘r’am Mattins at Alderley July 10th 301.00 1450 | 35.95 351.45
.30pm Evensong at Alderley
Wed. 14" 7.30pm Friends of St.Mary's — "Top of the Class for Education” July 17th 282.90 1550 | 13.00 311.40
Thu. 15"  10.00am Holy Communion at Alderley July 24th 790.39 15.00 20.70 826.09
July 31st 461.66 40.00 23.00 524.66
Sat.17" Open Weekend TOTAL 2249.55 97.00 | 122.65 761.00 | 3230.20

Sun.18™  Open Weekend

Sun. 18" Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity

8.00am Holy Communion at Alderley Alderley Churches Together Prilgrimage to Romeand A  ssisi
9.30am Family Service at Alderley 7th -14™ May 2012
10.15am Mattins at Birtles
11.15am Mattins at AIde_rIey Please see the printed leaflet with itinerary and cost at the back of
» 6.30pm Holy Commun!on at Alderley Church. If interested contact the Rector. Remember the Pilgrimage is
Thu.22 10.00am Holy Communion at Alderley permissive — you can choose what parts of the itinerary you want to

do and which parts you don’t want to do.

Sun. 25"  Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

8.00am Holy Communion at Alderley
9.30am Family Service at Alderley
10.15am Holy Communion at Birtles ) ) )
11.15am  Mattins at Alderley Confirmation Service
6.30pm Evensong at Alderley St Mary’s Wednesday 7 "™ December 7:30pm
M th - . . . e All interested parties should contact the Rector. Two Catechism sessions will take
on. 26 7.30pm Open Meeting to discuss the Service Sche dule place in November — dates and times to follow.
Thu. 29" 10.00am  Holy Communion at Alderley Individuals can be confirmed from age 9.
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The date for our next Tea Party will be arranged at our committee meeting on
August 25", We will contact everybody when the date is fixed. Betty Hobson has
very kindly offered to have it. Following this Margaret Worthington has offered to
have the next one as Alderley Cottage is out of commission at the moment.

On August 17" 'The Tea Party Folk' and friends went out for a Summer Lunch.
We went to ‘The Ryles Arms’ at Sutton. In the end 19 of us joined in with lots of
chat and laughter. The outing was much enjoyed and 'The Ryles Arms’ to be
recommended.

| have already mentioned the Church Open Weekend on September 17"/ 18™
The Social Committee arrange simple catering for this. We are in need of helping
hands. Basically it involves being a waitress as necessary, for 2 hour stints
between 10am and 5 pm on the Saturday and 12.15 pm and 5.00pm on the
Sunday. Please let me know if you can help. Extra hands muc  h needed.

We are planning The Harvest Lunch on October 2™ following the Harvest
Festival Morning Service starting at approx. 12.30pm.

Please put this date in your Diary. If anyone can help it would be great, especially
with puddings. We look forward to welcoming you to this event. The tickets will be
£10. Please apply to Janet (01625 583320) or Janice (01565 889057).

Janet Adamson Tel: 01625 583320

ST MARY'S WALKING GROUP

Saturday 1 * October

Nether Alderley, Astle,Chelford , Marton and
Great Warford

Walk: start 10.00am

Starting point: St.Mary's Car Park

Grid reference : SJ 842 761

Map:

Length : 7. miles — Easy: Few hills, largely firm underfoot

Further information:  Strong shoes or walking boots. Picnic lunch required

Contact: Jamie Smith 01625 585245

St.Mary, Alderley

OPEN WEEKEND

Saturday 17 ™ September
&
Sunday 18 ™ September

(On the Sunday come and climb the tower and view th e Bells!)

Opening Times

Saturday 17" September — 10.00am — 5.00pm
Sunday 18" September — 12.15pm — 5.00pm

Light Lunches & Afternoon Teas will be available throughout

Church and Stanley Family Archive Display
Guided Tours

MOTHERS' UNION

HOLY COMMUNION
Wednesday 21> September
2.00pm

Harvest — Decoration of church

We will be decorating the church for Harvest on Saturday 1%
October from 2pm onwards.

Harvest gifts of fruit and vegetables, together with greenery for
decoration may be delivered to church either between 6.00pm -
7.00pm on Friday 30th September or on Saturday 1.30pm -
2.00pm

Please let Michael Penlington know if you are available to help.
His number is 01625 530084. Thank you
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"The OId Lady of Threadneedle Street'?

Who is this old lady?

"The Old Lady of Threadneedle
Street' is the nickname of the Bank of
England which stands in the heart of
the City of London.

Was there really an old lady of
Threadneedle Street and what had
she to do with Banking?

There was indeed an old lady...Sarah
Whitehead was her name.

Sarah had a brother called Philip, a
disgruntled former employee of the
bank, who was found guilty of forgery
in 1811, and executed for his crime.

Poor Sarah was so shocked she
became 'unhinged' and every day for the next 25 years she went to the Bank and
asked to see her brother.

When she died she was buried in the old churchyard that later became the Bank's
garden, and her ghost has been seen on many occasions in the past.

Another phrase often used is 'As safe as the Bank of England’, and is used to
describe a system that is strong and secure.

But in 1780 the Bank did not seem so safe during the Gordon Riots, when for
days, London was terrorised by an Anti-Catholic mob led by Lord George Gordon.

After burning down Newgate and other prisons, the mob turned its attention to the
Bank.

A small force of troops were hastily organised by the government and managed to
repel the attack.

Since then, apart from a short period in the 18th century the Bank has been
guarded every night by the Bank Piquet, drawn from detachments of the Guards,
stationed in London.

So, one can now say about something, without fear of being proved wrong, that 'it
is as safe as the Bank of England'!

. Michaelmas

Michaelmas, or the Feast of Michael and All Angels,
is celebrated on the 29th of September every year.
As it falls near the equinox, the day is associated
with the beginning of autumn and the shortening of
days; in England, it is one of the “quarter days”.

There are traditionally four “quarter days” in a year
(Lady Day (25th March), Midsummer (24th June),
Michaelmas (29th Spetember) and Christmas (25th
December)). They are spaced three months apart,
on religious festivals, usually close to the solstices or
equinoxes. They were the four dates on which
servants were hired, rents due or leases begun. It
used to be said that harvest had to be completed by
Michaelmas, almost like the marking of the end of
the productive season and the beginning of the new
cycle of farming. It was the time at which new servants were hired or land was
exchanged and debts were paid. This is how it came to be for Michaelmas to be
the time for electing magistrates and also the beginning of legal and university
terms.

St Michael is one of the principal angelic warriors, protector against the dark of the
night and the Archangel who fought against Satan and his evil angels. As
Michaelmas is the time that the darker nights and colder days begin - the edge
into winter - the celebration of Michaelmas is associated with encouraging
protection during these dark months. It was believed that negative forces were
stronger in darkness and so families would require stronger defences during the
later months of the year.

Sometimes the day was also known as “Goose Day” and goose fairs were held.
Even now, the famous Nottingham Goose Fair is still held on or around the 3rd of
October. Part of the reason goose is eaten is that it was said that when Queen
Elizabeth | heard of the defeat of the Armada, she was dining on goose and
resolved to eat it on Michaelmas Day. Others followed suit. It could also have
developed through the role of Michaelmas Day as the debts were due; tenants
requiring a delay in payment may have tried to persuade their landlords with gifts
of geese!

The custom of celebrating Michaelmas Day as the last day of harvest was broken
when Henry VIII split from the Catholic Church; instead, it is Harvest Festival that
is celebrated now.



THE GARDENER'S HYMN

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.

But what we never mention, though gardeners know it’s true,
Is when He made the goodies, He made the baddies too.

All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small,

All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all.

The greenfly on the roses, the maggots in the peas,
Manure that fills our noses, He gave us all of these.

All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small,
All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all.

The fungus on the goose-gogs, the club root on the greens,
The slugs that eat the lettuce and chew the aubergines.

All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small,
All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all.

The drought that kills the fuchsias, the frost that nips the buds,
The rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that hits the spuds.
All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small,

All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all.

The midges and mosquitoes, the nettles and the weeds,
The pigeons in the greenstuff, the sparrows on the seeds.
All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small,
All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all.

The fly that gets the carrots, the wasp that eats the plums,

How black the gardener’s outlook, though green may be his thumbs.
All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small,

All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all.

But still we gardeners labour, midst vegetables and flowers,
And pray what hits our neighbours, will somehow bypass ours.
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.

The Harvest Lunch
Sunday October 2 "
Following morning service at 12.30pm
Tickets £10

Application:
Janet: (01625 583320) or Janice: (01565 8890 57)

This is a Thank You from the Whittaker Family to Re  ctor.

Some will know my sister Gillie. They may not be aware she had a mentally
retarded son Jamie. Jamie died on the 28" July. He was 43. He had very special
needs and lived in care for 38 years supported with love by his direct family, and
especially his family who were part of his world.

His funeral on August 12" was an inspiration to all who attended. We met his
Carer’'s from over the years. We met his other family, many with special needs.
30 people who led a life of supporting and those who led a life within their abilities
with him.

Through out all this sad time Rector supported us all, especially Jamie’s mother
Gillie and his sisters Dawn and Mary. We have been guided through a difficult
time with care and thought. The family are so grateful to him.

Janet Adamson

Wynne Liddle would like to thank everyone who sent cards, flowers, plants, fruit,
little meals and above all prayers during her recent stay in hospital and to say
how much she and Pater have appreciated everything.

After future sessions of chemotherapy at Christies, Wynne hopes to be a "new
woman" by the New Year!




On the perils of taking a wedding

The Rectory
St. James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren

As with so many of your ideas, your intentions are admirable; it is just that they
never work.

So it was with the recent wedding in your church, where you allowed the happy
but quite mad young couple to try and imitate the marriage of the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge. It did not seem to occur to anybody that your church,
converted from a 1960s warehouse, is fractionally less impressive than
Westminster Abbey. Also, sadly, a backdrop of a car park and canal make a poor
substitute for the Houses of Parliament and the Thames. Finally, even 43 very
enthusiastic young people can hardly pretend they are a congregation of several
thousand.

| applaud your decision to invite me to take it, in order to impart a degree of
gravitas to the proceedings; though of course | would not presume to upstage the
Archbishop of Canterbury. (Although were he to ask my advice on how to run the
Anglican Church, | have several helpful suggestions to hand.) But even | struggled
to keep things on what | feel is a proper course, when the bride, lacking a horse-
drawn carriage, simply walked up the lane, leading her ancient pony. (For one
thing, the pony tried to bite me at the church door!)

Her arrival was greeted with music. | will pass no comment on this, as when the
Bible says we are to make a joyful noise unto the Lord, it does not specify that it
has to be a harmonious noise. | am sure that drums and kazoos and guitars all
have their place — somewhere or other.

It was a pity that the groom, unlike Prince William, had not thought to get to the
church on time — or indeed, at all. It was fortunate that the bride’s mother found
him in that pub nearby, or really, we could not have completed the wedding. |
wonder why the groom saw fit to display the word “help” on the soles of his shoes
when he knelt at the altar.

If I may give one final word of advice: a row of trees in a massive, ancient building
looks fine; a line of plastic Christmas trees, even with lights, simply does not give
the same effect.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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ROTA FOR SEPTEMBER 2011

LADY SIDESMEN / SIDESMEN /LECTORS

DATE TIME SIDESMEN LECTOR
9.30am Mr & Mrs W Ablett
4th 11.15am Mr J Haigh & Mrs J Adamson Mrs V.Muir
6.30pm Mrs D Barber Mr & Mrs Davis
8.00am Mrs B Essayan
9.30am Mr M Stonehewer
11th
11.15am Mr & Mrs J Stephenson Mrs C
Stephenson
6.30pm Mrs J Maynard Mr S Maynard
8.00am Mr WA Wright
9.30am Mrs L Taylor
18th
11.15am Messrs A Claridge & S.Welsh Mrs J Lee
6.30pm Mr R Akester Mr R Akester
8.00am Mr P Bean
9.30am Mrs A Robinson
25th
11.15am Messrs G Hilton & Mrs R Dyas Mr & M_rs G
Davis
6.30pm Mrs A Cobb Mrs F Robinson
9.30am Mrs J Robinson
Oct 11.15am Mr J Morum & Mrs J Lee
2nd
6.30am Mr A Cockitt Mr P Bean
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Sun 14™ August Matthew Stuart Gould

Sun 21* August Bradley Swancott

Mon 22™ August Harrington Rizzo-Brierley
Sun 7" August Lewis and Needham

Fri 12" August Edwin James Whittaker

FLOWER ROTA

Sep. 4™ Wedding
Sep. 11" Julie Kirk
Sep. 18" Julie Kirk
Sep. 25" Elizabeth Fairhurst

READERS' ROTA FOR THE FAMILY SERVICE

Sep. 4" William Vardon
Sep. 11" Isobel Clarke

Sep. 18" Lucy Bootland
Sep. 25" Sophie Vardon

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS

The deadline for the next magazine is Thursday 15 th September 2011
Please send all copy to:

Editorial: Jenny Youatt Email: info@stmarysalderley.com
1, Orchard Crescent, Nether Alderley, SK10 4TZ

Production: Jean Whittingham

Subscriptions
& Distribution: Peter Bean: 01625 582073

Large format copies of the magazine are available.
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