Rector Writes: September 2008

Who do people say we are? The Gospels show that Our Lord asked his
disciples a similar question “Who do people say | am?" There were several
answers given to this: “some say Elijah, others John the Baptist, others an
ancient prophet who has arisen?” Jesus pressed the point to Peter, “But
who do you say that | am”. Peter answered the Messiah.

From time to time it's good to get a perspective on who we are. | want us
to reflect on who we are as a Church. There’s no hurry to do this. | want us
to engage in self study for about a year - so plenty of time to think things
through. How would you describe St Mary’'s to a friend? What do you
value and appreciate about our life and work as a Church? It goes without
saying that all of us will be terribly biased in our views but that is OK. |
need to get a perspective on what the parishioners of St Mary’s value.
After all scripture directly forbids us to keep our light under a bushel! We
need to acknowledge our strengths and work on our weaknesses.

There are many things about our life and work that we should be justly
proud of because God has blessed us in these areas. St. Mary’s has been
visited by over 1000 people in the last year alone, 5000 have visited our
website and in the month of September St Mary’s will be welcoming 7
families when they bring their children to be christened. On some Sundays
there will be 3 Christenings which is 3 new members of the Church.
People are obviously drawn to us. We have our annual Open Weekend
coming up and hopefully September will mark the end of our Appeal. It is
fitting therefore that the Bishop of Stockport will be celebrating Holy
Communion at 6:30pm on Sunday 5" October in thanksgiving for the life
and work of St Mary’s Church. Please make this a diary date. Please think
about what it is we are giving thanks for and please remember St Mary’s,
its future and its well being in your prayers.

Best Wishes,
James
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DIARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2008

16™ after Trinity

8am
9.30am
10.15am
11.15am
6.30pm

3.00pm

Holy Communion at Birtles
Family Service at Alderley
Family Service at Birtles
Holy Communion at Alderley
Evensong at Alderley
St.Mary's Golf Classic

Holy Matrimony at Alderley
Ride & Stride Day

17" after Trinity

8am Holy Communion at Alderley
9.30am Holy Communion at Alderley
10.15am Holy Communion at Birtles
11.15am Mattins at Alderley

6.30pm Evensong at Alderley
2.00pm Alderley Mothers' Union - Holy Communion
12noon Soup & Study at the Rectory
2.00pm Holy Matrimony at Alderley
18™ after Trinity

8am Holy Communion at Alderley
9.30am Family Service at Alderley
10.15am Mattins at Birtles

11.15am Mattins at Alderley

6.30pm Holy Communion at Alderley
10.00am Open Weekend

12.15pm Open Weekend

19" after Trinity

8am Holy Communion at Alderley
9.30am Family Service at Alderley
10.15am Holy Communion at Birtles
11.15am Mattins at Alderley

6.30pm Evensong at Alderley

20™ after Trinity

8am
10.15am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion at Birtles
Family Service at Birtles
Harvest Festival at Alderley.

(NB change of time)

Holy Communion & Thanksgiving - Alderley

(Bishop of Stockport)
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COFFEE is available in the Parish Hall after the 9.30am Family Service.
Donations to charity.

COLLECTION TOTALS

Gift Aid Non-Gift Aid Misc. Standing
Date Envelopes Envelopes Cash Orders Total

July 6" 290.00 8.50 | 59.00 357.50
July 13" 632.70 23.50 68.46 724.66
July 20" 320.00 2450 | 121.41 465..91
July 27" 439.33 33.50 68.78 541.61

751.00 751.00
Total 1682.03 90.00 | 317.65 751.00 2840.68

It costs £5915 per month to keep your church going, so you can see that there is a
substantial shortfall. Can you see your way to increasing your weekly giving?

AUTUMN CLEANING — INSIDE & OUT!

Saturday 20 " September - 10.00am
It is nearly time for our Autumn cleaning session!!!

Although the church is cleaned inside thoroughly and the
churchyard maintained, both on a weekly basis, it is also
necessary to give it an annual 'blitz".

A good time to do this will be immediately
before our Open Weekend in order that
St.Mary's is looking pristine for our visitors!

Please do come and lend us a hand. Itis
actually quite fun and you'll even be given a cup of coffee as a
reward!!

If you are able to lend us a hand, then do please let me know. é\_ﬁ\a

Jenny Youatt

Betty Hobson and family wish to thank everyone for their kind expressions of
sympathy received and for their attendance at the Service of Thanksgiving for
Brian's life. Also for the donations received for the Alzheimer's Society and
St.Mary's Church.




SOCIAL COMMITTEE

We held a very successful and well attended Bridge Drive on Monday August q",

At the time of writing this | have just returned from ‘The Fun Lunch at Blaze
Farm’, held on Wednesday August 13" We had a very happy break with 14 of us
and also joined by Rector. Lunch was in the Farm Café where we were served
excellent home cooked fare and more homemade ice cream than we could eat!!.
The question was — "When can we go again please?"

We plan to have a srmple Harvest Lunch following the Harvest Festival on
Sunday October 5™, Tickets will be £8.00 for adults and £2.00 for children.

Please apply to Janet Adamson or Janice Sweetman

Do please let us know as soon as you can if you will be joining us and let us know
any dietary requirements.

We expect to have a Tea Party during October. The date is to be fixed at our
next committee meeting on 27" August.

Diary date: Christmas Coffee mornrng
Saturday November 22" 10.00 am — 12.00 noon

Janet Adamson

"ST.MARY'S GOLF CLA SSIC"

Thursday 11 " September
at Alderley Edge Golf Club
Shotgun Start at 1.30pm

This Am Am Golf Tournament will help significantly
towards reaching the final objective and we hope
that you will enjoy participating.

Each sponsor may enter a team of three players
(ladies, gents or mixed).
The competition will be Stableford.
Cost: £180 per team to include snack lunch, green fees and dinner (including
wine).

Other guests will be welcome to join us for the evening Dinner (cost £20 per
person). We hope the Dinner will be an enjoyable social occasion when we can
celebrate the success of the Appeal.

More information from lan White or Philip Webb
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St.Mary, Alderley

OPEN WEEKEND

Saturday 27 ™ September
&
Sunday 28 ™ September

Opening Times
Saturday 27" September — 10.00am — 5.00pm
Sunday 28" September — 12.15pm — 5.00pm

Light Lunches & Afternoon Teas will be available throughout

Church and Stanley Family Archive Display
Guided Tours

WHAT IS INSIDE THE BLACK BOX?

The mystery will be solved during Open Weekend!
Meanwhile.............. keep on guessing!!!!

Some suggestions so far:

1. A treasure map of the churchyard, leading us to
the original font lid!

-
\ne o

(Our font was buried for protection during the 17" C but
wasn't re-discovered until 200 years later.
The lid was never found!)

2. Alife-time supply of mints, confiscated from th
3. Full of emptiness.
4. The Holy Grail.

5. A two hour sermon written by one of our 19 ™ C Rectors, ‘accidentally’

locked away by one of the parishioners!
6. Ottoman jewels bought back to Alderley by the 3 " Lord Stanley
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e choir during the 1950's!!



THE STORY OF ALDERLEY CHURCH
told by C.B.Welland, adapted by J.Youatt
(Part19) ...cooooviiiiienn

William Cruttenden began his Rectorship at Alderley when most men
would be thinking of retiring. Born twenty years before the French
Revolution, he was 71 when he was appointed, and lived for another
sixteen years. Like his predecessor, he had been Fellow of his College. He
did much for Macclesfield, holding in turn the livings there of both Christ
Church and Saint Michael's, and taking private pupils. The town honoured
him when he left, presenting him with silver plate “as a tribute of respect
for long continued services during a period of 32 years.” Between these
two Macclesfield livings, he held that of Normanton, in Lincolnshire. He
died at Alderley and was buried in the Churchyard. A memorial to him in
white marble can be seen above the Chancel Vestry door.

In 1855 it was found necessary to demolish the ancient Chancel and
construct a new one. This was done at Lord Stanley’'s expense, and we all
know how well the old work and the new are fitted together. Everyone who
visits Alderley Church is aware of the many memorials in the Chancel ; to
Rector Shipton and Rector Cruttenden ; to Bishop Stanley and his Family ;
to John Constantine Stanley, in whose memory is inscribed ; to Thomas
Hollinshead of Heawood ; to Lady Maria Josepha and Lady Henrietta
Maria Stanley; the South Windows in memory of Canon Bell; within the
rails, the memorial tombs of the first and second Lord Stanley and the East
Window dedicated “to the Memory of John Thomas, Baron Stanley of
Alderley, by the Parishioners and Neighbours, 1856.” It is a place of much
and varied remembrance.

........................... (to be continued)

MOTHERS' UNION

We have been asked if we could collect tinned food for
the local Women's Refuge.

There will be a box at the back of church during
September.

If you feel you could contribute we would be very
grateful

Anne Cockburn (Branch Leader)

CHURCHES AROUND THE DEANERY

(At the July 2007 meeting of the Deanery Synod it was agreed that, in an effort for the
people of the Deanery to get to know the Deanery better, each of the 20 churches, in
rotation, would produce a written article about themselves which will appear in all parish
magazines or news sheets.

It is envisaged that at the end of this exercise all the articles can be collated into a small
booklet which can be sold at cost in the various churches of the deanery).

Holy Trinity Church Little Bollington

Holy Trinity is a small
Victorian church in the
village of Little Bollington,
built of sandstone and with
a porch in the ‘black and
white style’. When the
church was 150 years old
in 2004, the event was
celebrated with a wonderful
flower festival and
concerts. The church was
built by voluntary
subscription and cost £900. The land was given by the Earl of Stamford.

This year the Church of England Primary School in the village is 150 years old. Its
original Victorian buildings were demolished and a new school built in 1968. The
school has strong links with the church and the vicar of Holy Trinity —

Canon N D Rogers - is the Chair of Governors of the school.

The church can seat 150 people in open pews. The pretty pulpit and font are of
stone. The East and West windows and several side windows are of beautiful
stained glass - all given in memory of someone loved. There is a splendid manual
organ, electrically powered, that was installed in 1920 as a memorial to those who
served in the 1914 - 1918 war.

There is a grassed graveyard and beyond are fields of cows. It is very much a
rural church. For the major festivals the church is full of flowers, many grown
locally, and there are always flowers on the altar donated by a rota of
parishioners.

All the tapestry kneelers are different in pattern and were worked by members of
Little Bollington W | and ladies of the parish. The carpet was recently laid and
was given by two longstanding members of the church in celebration of their
Golden Wedding.

There is a single bell which is used occasionally to call people to church but more
regularly a splendid recording of local church bells is used to welcome
everybody7
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THE HISTORIC CHESHIRE CHURCHES PRESERVATION TRUST
RIDE & STRIDE DAY

SATURDAY 13" SEPTEMBER 2008

YOUR LAST CHANCE TO SPONSOR US!!

The HCCPT is committed to make a major contribution
to the preservation and repair of Cheshire’s historic
churches and is dependent on voluntary donations for
its income.

The main annual fund-raising event is the Ride & Stride

Day which is a national event and always held on the
second Saturday in September when groups of people or individuals from
churches all over the county drive, ride, walk or run around as many
churches in their area as they choose. They obtain sponsorship for their
efforts and half of what they raise goes to the church of their choice whilst
the Trust gets the benefit of the other half.

Last year Wynne Liddle and | took part in the above event raising a
fantastic total of £1250. We drove nearly 70 miles and visited 6 lovely
churches. We intend to take part again this year and once again 50% of all
monies raised will be given to our 'Tower and Organ Appeal'.

If you would like to sponsor us please either contact me on ............... or
fill in a sponsorship form available in church and return it to me.

Another way of donating this year is via the 'justgiving' website. Log on to
www.justgiving.com/stmarysalderley  where not only can you donate
towards our venture but you can also see the running total!

Many thanks!

Incidentally this Trust has given £5000 towards our tower renovation and
£3000 towards our organ re-build, so it would be good to support them in
return.

Jenny Youatt

MOTHERS' UNION

HOLY COMMUNION
Wednesday 17" September
2.00pm
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Another Uncle Eustace [etter. .. ......ovvvveereveieennnns Annual Holidays

The Rectory, St. John the Faster,
Waterhouses-on-Sea

My dear Nephew Darren,

You will see that | write to you this month from the Norfolk coast, where | am
spending August, on an annual exchange of parishes with a clerical colleague.
You may have had two weeks in July sunning yourself on an exotic beach on a
Pacific island, but | am content with a bracing east wind, punctuated by heavy
showers. Come the happy day when you are an incumbent and have to arrange
parish exchanges as a way of getting a holiday, let me give you some advice.
First, always exchange with someone who is a worse preacher than you are and
whose sermons are at least twice as long; you are then sure to be welcomed back
with open arms.

Secondly, since it is normally assumed that you will take care of one another’s
gardens during the month, make sure that the incumbent you exchange with has
an insignificant plot. My colleague should now be largely occupied for most of the
month mowing several acres of lawn. The only gardening | intend to do will be in
the last week, so | can return with a car full of plums from his trees.

An exchange also gives one an opportunity to undertake helpful improvements in
another’s home. | have discovered that my colleague’s library is carefully
organised with books according to subject and then author. On his return he will
find a new system in operation: they will be ordered according to size and colour.
The poor man also naively thought | would never discover his stock of claret in the
cellars; it will be much depleted on his return — although | shall naturally leave a
note thanking him profusely for laying in such a splendid present for my visit.
Ministering to someone else’s congregation can create another opportunity. For
one month in the year, you can say exactly what you want. If a lady should be
foolish enough to ask you after Mattins what you think of her hat, you can tell her
with total honesty, knowing that someone else will have to pour oil the following
month. Upsetting organists, choristers, flower arrangers and anyone else who
happens to cross your path can be therapeutic if you do not have to face the
consequences.

You may have returned from sunnier climes relaxed and tanned, but | shall arrive
at September refreshed from knowing | leave behind a trail of devastation and
chaos, which will ensure that my host will also be welcomed back by a relieved
congregation. Remember the golden rule of parishioners: every new incumbent is
worse than his predecessor.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace



SOUP AND STUDY PROGRAMME- 2008

An Approach to Christmas: Patriarchs, Prophets, Joh
The Blessed Virgin Mary and Our Lord Jesus Christ.

n the Baptist,

All meetings are at the Rectory between 12-2pm. You can come for lunch only
between 12-1 pm or study only 1 -2pm or of course stay on for both. Each
meeting is independent of the other, so don’t be concerned if you are unable to

follow the whole programme. A donation of £3 to defray costs is asked each time.

The lunch consists of soup, bread, a selection of cheeses, cake and tea/coffee.

September
Thursday 18" - Patriarchs

October
Thursday 2" - Prophets
Thursday 16" - John the Baptist
Thursday 30" - The Blessed Virgin Mary

November
Thursday 13" - Our Lord Jesus Christ
Thursday 27" - How God Speaks Two Thousand Years On

December
Thursday 11" Christmas Social

ROTA FOR SEPTEMBER 2008

LADY SIDESMEN / SIDESMEN / LECTORS

ST MARY'S WALKING GROUP
4" October start 10.00 am prompt.

Five Dales Walk

Starting point : Parking area in Cherry Tree Square on the Main Road through
Tideswell or on the Main Road itself. Grid Ref: SK 152755

Maps: Outdoor Leisure 24 — Peak District, White Peak
Length : 7 ¥ miles

Shorter Alternative: For those who would like to
do a shorter flat walk there is an option to join the
Group at Cressbrook Mill. The group should arrive
there at approximately 11.45 am and there is a
local café called TJ's where you could wait.

Further information:  Will Ablett
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DATE TIME SIDESMEN LECTOR
9.30am Ms L. Marsh
7" 11.15am Mrs R.Dyas & Mr G.Hilton Mrs S.Hine
6.30pm Mr A.Cockitt Mrs A.Cockburn
8.00am Mr H.A.Wright
" 9.30am Mrs A.Robinson
14 11.15am Messrs A.Claridge & R.Shiers Mr R.Shiers
6.30pm Mr D.Dearden Mr P.Bean
8.00am Mrs B.Essayan
o 9.30am Mrs J.Robinson
21 11.15am Messrs W.Ablett & G.Barrie Mrs V.Muir
6.30pm Mr J.Cocker Mrs S.Hine
8.00am Mrs A.Cockburn
" 9.30am Mrs J.Martin
28 11.15am Messrs R.Akester & J.Moran Mr R.Akester
6.30pm Mrs Z.Theofilopoulos Mrs J.Lee
OS%T 10.30am Mrs W.Liddle & Mr G.Woolley Mrs W.Liddle
6.30pm Dr M.Tucker Mr G Davis
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July 27" Lilly Louise Worthington
August 3" Joseph George Poole

August 3¢ Thomas Haslam to Bethan Joan Sleigh
August 24" Matthew Christian Maunder to Sarah Amy Winterbotton

FLOWER ROTA

Sept. 7" Lesley Marsh
Sept.14" Wedding

Sept. 21 Janet Adamson
Sept. 28" Janet Adamson

READERS ROTA FOR THE FAMILY SERVICE

Sept. 7" Isobel Clarke
Sept.14™ Rebecca French
Sept. 21 Mark Reynolds
Sept. 28" Alice White

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS

The deadline for the next magazine is Monday 15 ™ September 2008

Please send all copy to:

Editorial: Jenny Youatt Email: info@stmarysalderley.com
1, Orchard Crescent, Nether Alderley, SK10 4TZ

Production: Jean Whittingham
Subscriptions
& Distribution: Peter Bean:

Large format copies of the magazine are available.
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