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A Reader Writes:                   October 2007 
 
This month we will be celebrating Harvest. I always associate Harvest with 
autumn and with autumn come all those leaves! Any keen gardener knows 
what a wonderful thing leaf mould is.  At the end of a season, when a tree 
loses its leaves, the carpets of leaves rot down into utter goodness. The 
resulting product of leaf mould is there for the gardener to use and enjoy.  
It provides many nutrients, much valued nitrogen and natural fibre so 
beneficial for feeding the garden; and once the worms have done their job 
of taking it down into the soil, the surrounding plants will enjoy a jolly good 
feed and have a big growing spurt. 
 
So now that I have said that maybe you will understand why I am now 
comparing our Rector, Gary, who has sadly left us for pastures new, to 
leaf mould.  Yes, leaf mould! 
 
During his time serving our parish he has provided us with utter goodness.  
He has fed us with his time, knowledge, splendid sermons, leading of 
worship and Christian love along with a whole of host of behind the scenes 
work that has led to this parish running so smoothly.  Gary has left us fully 
fed with a highly nutritious blend of goodness ready for us to grow into 
better Christians; fit and healthy for the years ahead. 
 
We will grow from the goodness he has so unselfishly given us as he 
moves on with a new spring in his step ready for a new challenge; a new 
season to grow in his ministry. 
 
Let us remember him in our prayers and give thanks for the harvest he has 
enabled us to produce. 
�

Anne Mandry 

 
 
 
During the interregnum, if anyone is hospitalised or wants to be mentioned 
in the prayers for the sick, could Noni Watkins please be notified?  
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DIARY FOR OCTOBER 2007 
 

Thur. 4th 12.15pm Soup & Study 
Sun. 7 th  Trinity 18    Harvest  
 8am Holy Communion at Birtles 
 10:15 am  Family Service at Birtles  
 10.30am Combined Serv. - Holy Communion at Alderley  
 12.00noon Harvest Lunch  
 6.30pm Evensong at Alderley 
Mon.8th 10.30am Distribution of Harvest gifts 
Thur.11th  8.00pm Parochial Church Council 
 
 
 

Sun. 14 th  Trinity 19 
 8am Holy Communion at Alderley  
 9.30am Holy Communion at Alderley 
 10:15am  Harvest Family Service at Birtles  
 11.15am Mattins at Alderley  
 6.30pm Evensong at Alderley 
Wed. 17th  2.00pm Mothers' Union  (see separate entry) 
Thur 18th  12.15pm Soup and Study 
Sat. 20th  7.30pm Harvest Supper   
 
 
 

Sun. 21 st  Trinity 20 
 8am Holy Communion at Alderley  
 9.30am Family Service at Alderley 
 10.15am Mattins at Birtles  
 11.15am Mattins at Alderley 
 6.30pm Holy Communion at Alderley  
 
 
 

Sun. 28 th   Trinity 21 
 8am Holy Communion at Alderley  
 9.30am Family Service at Alderley 
 10.15am Holy Communion at Birtles 
 11.15am Mattins at Alderley  
 6.30pm Evensong at Alderley  
 

 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF SERVICE TIMES IN BOLD PRINT 
  

COFFEE is available in the Parish Hall after the 9.30am Family Service.  
Donations to charity. 
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Harvest Festival is one of the 
oldest known festivals.  
 
The celebration of Harvest in 
Britain dates back to pre-Christian 
times when the success of the crop 
governed the lives of the people. 
Saxon farmers offered the first cut 
sheaf of corn to one of their gods 
of fertility, in order to safeguard a 
good harvest the following year.  

 
The last sheaf was thought to contain the Spirit of the Corn, and its cutting 
was usually accompanied by the ritual sacrifice of an animal, later, a 
model animal made from straw was used to represent the continuity of the 
Spirit. These were hung from the rafters in farmhouses until the next year. 
When the harvest was in, a celebratory supper was held to which the 
whole community was invited.  
 
These traditions, continued after Christianity arrived in Britain, sometimes 
in a slightly different form, and there were ceremonies and rituals at the 
beginning as well as the end of the harvest and church bells were rung on 
every day of the harvest.  
 

A corn dolly was made from the last sheaf of corn 
harvested - a figure made of plaited straw, which was 
held aloft and carried with great ceremony to the 
celebrations - and it often had a place of honour at the 
banquet table, and was kept until the following spring. 
The horse bringing the last cart load was decorated with 
garlands of flowers and colourful ribbons. A magnificent 

harvest feast was held at the farmer's house and games played to 
celebrate the end of the harvest.  
 
The tradition of celebrating Harvest Festival in churches began in 1843, 
when the Reverend Robert Hawker invited parishioners to a special 
thanksgiving service at his church at Morwenstow in Cornwall. On 
September 13,1843, he put up a notice saying that there would be a 
special Sunday of thanksgiving, and that the old custom of making 
Eucharistic bread from the first corn would be revived. This led to the 
custom of decorating churches with home-grown produce for the Harvest 
Festival service. 
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
 

Tea Party 
The next Tea Party is on Monday October 15th at 3.00pm at Alderley 
Cottage. Please do let me know if you would like to join us. Lots of talk and 
chat! As always offers of help, both taxiing, or providing food, would be 
really welcome. 
  

Harvest Lunch - Sunday October 7 th   
As announced in last month's magazine, there will be a Lunch following 
the Harvest Festival at approximately 12.00 noon.   
Tickets: £8.00.Adults;  £2.00 for children.  
We hope again to make a small profit to put into the Appeal Fund. 
Please let Janet or Janice know if you would like to come. Do please try to 
let us know before Thursday October 4th. Catering is difficult if we don't 
know numbers!! 
If anybody has dietary requirements let us know.    
 

It is important during the interregnum that we support the Wardens and  
St. Mary’s as much as we can. Please come and join in the Social 
Committee activities.  
 

Christmas Coffee Morning -  Saturday November 24 th 
 

Janet Adamson     
 

ST MARY'S CHRISTMAS CARD 2007 
 

Our new Christmas card will be launched very soon.  
So please, before you buy your cards from other 
sources, take a look at our card.  
 

All profits will be donated to 'The Tower & Organ Appeal' 
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MOTHERS' UNION 
 

Our next speaker is – 
 

Mike Redfern 
 

“An Historical Study of Nether Alderley Mill"  
 

Wednesday 17th October at 2.00pm 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME SO PLEASE DO JOIN US! 

 

HARVEST SUPPER 
 

Saturday 20th October 
 

Nether Alderley Parish Hall   -  7.30pm for 8.00pm 
 

Supper - followed by Country / Ceilidh Dancing 
 

Music by "The Quiet Man" & caller 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offers of hot pots and help on the day from 4.00pm gratefully received. 
 

Even if you can't dance do come and enjoy the music….and the spectacle! 
 

Tickets: £8.00 (to include hot pot, apple pie & glass of wine) 
 

Anne Dodd  
 
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 

The decoration of the Church will take place on Saturday, 
6th October from 10.00am onwards. Gifts of fruit, 
vegetables, flowers and tinned goods will be very welcome. 
Most of all, we need helpers to come and assist with the 
decoration. 
 

We would also be grateful for drivers to help with the 
Harvest gift distribution. This will take place on Monday 8th October at 
10.30am. If you are able to come please ring:   
Noni Watkins   
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THE COOKBOOK 
 

60 + recipes……….£7.50   
 

Call: Anne Mandry (01625 582911) 
 

All proceeds go to the church 

 



 

THE STORY OF ALDERLEY CHURCH 
 

told by C.B.Welland, adapted by J.Youatt 
 

(Part 8) …..     Alderley needed nothing of the world outside. It had its 
farms, the mill, the smithy, the bakery, the tallow-works, and the big 
houses. We can think of it at peace in a rough and tumultuous day, its 
footpaths leading to the church. 
 
Things, of course, great and small, did happen when Mr Hollinshead was 
Rector. We hear of a curate, Thomas Westerne, being married at 
Macclesfield, and the Rector was reproved by the Diocesan authorities for 
officiating at the services without a surplice! 
Far greater was the appearance in 1611 of the Authorised Version of the 
Bible, a priceless gift to the religion and literature of England. The Prayer 
Book too had its almost final revision, and became nearly as we know it 
today. 
 
On the death of Edward Hollinshead in 1625, the year of the accession of 
Charles the First, there came to Alderley a Rector of whom the church 
preserves to this day a touching memorial. This was Edward Shipton, who 
seems to have been both a kindly and learned man. He had previously 
been Rector of Ashley, in Staffordshire, where his family owned some 
property.  
 
The memorial is on the north wall of the Chancel, a small brass tablet, now 
black with age and impossible to read. At the head of the tablet is a 
graving of a shepherd carrying a sheep on his shoulder, and beneath 
come name and dates. 
 
Mr. Shipton was fifty-five when he came to Alderley, and died five years 
later. The lower half of the Memorial is devoted to the following verses. 
 
Here lyes below an aged shepherd clad in heavy clay 
Those stubborne weedes which come not off until the judgement day 
Whilom he led and fed with welcome paine his careful sheepe 
He did not flare the mountaines highest tops nor vallyes deepe 
That bee might save from hurt his fearful flock which was his care 
To make them strong kee lost his strength and 
fasted for ther fare 
How they might fred and grow and prosper he did dayly tel 
Then having shewd them how to feed he bade them all farewell. 
 

………………………(to be continued 
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A MESSAGE FROM GARY 
 

May I thank everyone for the characteristically kind and generous farewell 
you gave me on 2nd. September; it really was a lovely day. The size of 
your material gift was humbling, but thank you also for your generosity 
over the last 5 years, for consistently supporting and encouraging me. I 
have been greatly blessed in my time in these parishes and take with me 
many happy memories. If I have been able to give anything in my ministry, 
I have received in return many times over. 

Gary 
 
 

The Collation and Induction of Revd. Dr. Gary Bowne ss  
will take place on Tuesday 9th October at 7.30pm  

in St. Thomas’ Church, Henbury. 
 

St. Mary’s has been allocated a restricted number of tickets and  
these will be available from Terry Fones   

 

STOP PRESS………SOLD OUT!! 
 

 
Gary's 20 Favourite Sermons 

and the 
Uncle Eustace / Darren Letters 

 

 
Gary kindly gave us permission to reproduce 
20 of his favourite sermons.  
 

Also included in the book are 20 letters written 
by Uncle Eustace to his nephew Darren, a 
Curate in an Inner City Parish in the N W of 
England. (These letters also written by Gary!) 
 

These books are now available to buy at a cost 
of £12 and all proceeds from the sales will go 
towards the Tower and Organ Appeal. 
 

If you would like to purchase one of these 
books please contact:  
Jenny Youatt    
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RIDE AND STRIDE DAY 
 

On Saturday, 8th September, I had the pleasure of accompanying Jenny 
on her well-planned visits to six Churches. We started out at 9.15am and 
reached the first church around 10.00am. It was to the beautiful little 
village of Grappenhall with its cobbled main street and idyllic, largely 
restored 16th C parish church of St.Wilfrid with 12 C origins. A point of 
interest was the black cat incorporated into the masonry above a window 
of the tower. The cat was supposed to have inspired Lewis Carroll to write 
about his Cheshire Cat in his renowned book "Alice in Wonderland". 
 
The next church was St Cross at Appleton Thorn and built in 1886. A very 
picturesque church, with a small squat tower.  
 
We travelled on to Daresbury 'All Saints 
Church' where we had coffee. It is a late 
Victorian building in the Gothic style. Lewis 
Carroll was born in the parish when his 
father was perpetual curate and there is a 
memorial window of unusual stained glass 
dedicated in 1935 to Lewis Carroll in the 
Daniell Chapel designed by Geoffrey Webb. 
We found a Green Man carved in the 
Jacobean screen behind the altar.  
 
Lunch beckoned us at the 'Ring o' Bells' next door but we did view the 16th 
C stone font in the churchyard before we went. 
 
After a long drive, we reached St.Mary and All Saints Church at Great 
Budworth. A wedding had just taken place and we were lucky enough to 
squeeze in a tour before the next wedding commenced. The Church at 
Great Budworth reminded us of the 'cathedral-like' Astbury Church. The 
Lady Chapel is wholly 14th C and we were particularly impressed by the 
wonderful very modern stained glass windows which were designed by 
Pierre Fourmaintraux in 1965 and made by Whitefriars Glass Studios. 
 
Our next 'port of call' was St.Oswald's Church at Brereton, tucked away 
near to Brereton Hall. It was formally a Chapel within the parish of Astbury. 
In 1971 it was united with that of Swettenham and is now described as 
Brereton with Swettenham. Imagine our surprise when we saw a picture of 
Canon Peter Hunt and that he had been Rector there after his time at 
Wilmslow. 
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Last, but not least, was the hard-to-find Church of 
St.Lawrence at Over Peover. We were indeed 
fortunate to be there because it had just be opened 
to New Zealand visitors with the name of Mainwaring 
– Mainwaring being the name of the descendants of 
Peover Hall. Next door to the Church, Peover Hall 
and its garden is open every Monday with guided 
tours at 2.30pm and 3.30pm from April to October. 
The south chapel has Italian influences from 

Florence and the Mortuary Chapel has some fine alabaster slabs from 
about 1573. We even found the St.Lawrence statue with the gridiron in the 
porch and reminded us of our own St Lawrence window here at St.Mary. 
 
We spent a truly wonderful day amongst all the treasures of our Cheshire 
Churches and it was all thanks to Jenny and her enterprise, initiative and 
motivation to help the restoration of our tower and organ at St.Mary's. Well 
done, Jenny. 
 

Wynne Liddle 
 

 

NB A grand total of £1250 was raised and this has been split equally 
between 'The Historic Churches Preservation Trust' and our own 'Tower 
and Organ Appeal' Thank you to all our sponsors. 
 

 
BIRD ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR GARDEN 

 

There may be some who come to St.Mary's who might be asking who 
made, and now refurbished, the various signs around the grounds, to 
guide or caution us.  
 
The carpenter is none other than our Reader, Guy Milner, who is always 
keen to take commissions. 
 
For those who love their garden birds, he makes high 
quality bird tables, nesting boxes and a range of bird 
feeders. He might even be persuaded to make the odd 
piece of furniture, oak being his favourite timber. 
 
For further enquiries please ring: 
Guy Milner    
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HYMN OF THE MONTH 
 

(Sunday 21st October  - 6.30 Holy Communion) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

"O strength and stay" 
 

Text:  St Ambrose (c 340-397)………translated John Ellerton (1826-1893) 
 

Tune:  “Strength and Stay” Rev John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 
 
Ambrose was amongst the first writers to create rhymed, verse repeating hymns 
and he encouraged general congregational singing, which at that time was very 
rare. 
 
He was a Roman citizen and at the age 34, he was appointed governor of  
northern Italy.  
In 374 AD, Ambrose was selected as bishop of Milan by popular acclaim. His 
hymns first came to widespread notice in a standoff between him and Empress 
Justina, who had sent soldiers to arrest him. Ambrose and his faithful flock stayed 
in the sanctuary of the church for days, singing and praying. The empress lost the 
test of wills, and Ambrose’s hymns have lived for nearly two thousand years. 
 
Dykes published sermons and articles on religion, but is best known for  
composing over 300 hymn tunes all of which show a deep concern to reflect the 
text he is composing for. At the age 12, Dykes became assistant organist at St. 
John’s Church in Hull, where his grandfather was vicar. In addition to his gift for 
writing music, he played the organ, piano, violin, and horn. In 1862, he became  
vicar of St. Oswald’s, Durham and consequently one of his tunes is called St. 
Oswald. He also named a son of his - John St.Oswald Dykes!  
It was the various editions of Hymns Ancient and Modern that gave him most 
opportunity, and it was for the major reshaping of the 1875 edition that he wrote 
this tune for the words.  
 
 

 

During the interregnum, if any of you have a hymn request, please contact  
Noni Watkins:  
Noni will try, wherever possible, to insert it into the service of your choice. 
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ROTA FOR OCTOBER 2007  
LADY SIDESMEN /  SIDESMEN / LECTORS  

 

 
 

DATE TIME SIDESMEN LECTOR 

    9.30am   

10.30am 
Mrs B.Crook 

R.Akester 
 7th  

6.30pm C.Backhouse        C.Backhouse 

    8.00am       Mrs A.Cockburn  

9.30am Mrs G.Beeley  

11.15am 
          R.Shiers 
          S.Welsh          R.Shiers 

14th 

6.30pm           J.Cocker         Mrs J.Lee 

    9.30am C.Backhouse  

9.30am M.Stonehewer  

11.15am Mr & Mrs Stephenson Mrs S.Hine 
   21st                    

6.30pm          A.Cockitt        Mrs A.Davies 

    8.00am          R.Walker  

9.30am        Ms L.Marsh  

11.15am       Mrs W.Liddle 
          J.Morum      Mrs W.Liddle         

 
 

28th 
 

 
6.30pm         R.Pritchard        R.Pritchard     

     
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF SERVICE TIMES IN BOLD PRINT 
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FLOWER ROTA 
 

October 7th  Harvest  
October 14th  Harvest            
October 21st  Sheila Hine      
October 28th  Sheila Hine   

  
READERS ROTA FOR THE FAMILY SERVICE  
 

October 7th  Harvest      
October 14th   Rebecca French     
October 21st   Claire Gorton  
October 28th   Lucy Bootland 

 
MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS  
 
 

The deadline for the next magazine is Monday 15 th October 2007 
 

Please send all copy to: 
 

Editorial:   Jenny Youatt     Email: jayjay@comsyte.com 
   1, Orchard Crescent, Nether Alderley, SK10 4TZ 
 

Production:  Jean Whittingham 
 

Subscriptions  
& Distribution:  Peter Bean:  
 

Large format copies of the magazine are available. 
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Sept. 8th�� Ronald Graham Ball to Lucy Catherine Chadwick 
�

�
�
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