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Rector Writes:                      August 2008 
 
The Rector has made the local paper! Thankfully for all the right reasons. 
The Wilmslow Express did an excellent feature on the Church and its 
Rector. It feels good to be officially in post. I was surprised by just how well 
the Service of Collation went which I am sure is in no small part to do with 
all the planning that went into it behind the scenes. There were a little over 
three hundred people there on the night and from what I hear the 
refreshments in the hall were a bit of a rugby scrum. The weather didn’t 
help but a good night was had by all. The Bishop made special reference 
in his sermon to the beauty of St Mary’s and the dedication that goes into 
keeping it so well maintained. Bishop Peter noted that at St Mary’s not 
even the dust is out of place which is praise indeed. Many thanks must of 
course go to all who worked hard to make that night a success - I am very 
grateful. 
 
I now feel settled into the Rectory and am slowly but surely getting to know 
the local area. Squirrels have been hard at work gnawing through the 
Rectory telephone cables which has made the phone line rather weak and 
conversations inaudible. BT engineers have now rectified the problem but 
unfortunately the number has changed, so please take note of the new 
number in this magazine. I was very pleased by how well the Antique 
Roadshow went and interested by the variety of items brought for 
valuation. We are now on our way to closing the Tower and Organ Appeal 
but we need to stay focused for the last lap. 
 
There will be a Coffee Morning at the Rectory in August. It would be good 
to see as many as are able to come. All proceeds will go to Church funds 
and weather permitting we may even get to see the garden. In a recent 
letter Canon Reeve commended gardening to me as a worthy past time 
and hoped that I may well be disposed to a little weeding. The religion of 
Islam uses the image of a garden as a way of seeing paradise. Zen 
Buddhism uses gardens as an aid to meditation. Our own religious writings 
use the description of the Garden of Eden in Genesis as a paradise and a 
place of plenty. May be I should heed Canon Reeves advice and take up 
gardening as a past time that is good for the body as well as the soul. 
 

Best Wishes,  
James 
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DIARY FOR AUGUST 2008 
 

Sat. 2nd  10.00am St.Mary's Walking Group 
Sat. 2nd  2.00pm Holy Matrimony at Alderley  
 

Sun. 3 rd       11th after Trinity 
 8am Holy Communion at Birtles 
 9.30am Family Service at Alderley 
 10.15am Family Service at Birtles  
 11.15am Holy Communion at Alderley 
 6.30pm Evensong at Alderley 
Mon. 4th  1.30pm Bridge Drive – Parish Hall 
 
 
Sun. 10 th    12th after Trinity  
 8am Holy Communion at Alderley 
 9.30am Holy Communion at Alderley  
 10.15am Holy Communion at Birtles  
 11.15am Mattins at Alderley 
 6.30pm Evensong at Alderley 
Wed. 13th  12 noon 'Fun Lunch' outing to Blaze Farm 
 
 
Sun. 17 th    13th after Trinity 
 8am Holy Communion at Alderley  
 9.30am Family Service at Alderley 
 10.15am Mattins at Birtles 
 11.15am Mattins at Alderley  
 6.30pm Holy Communion at Alderley 
 
 
Sun. 24 th    14th after Trinity 
 8am Holy Communion at Alderley  
 9.30am Family Service at Alderley 
 10.15am Holy Communion at Birtles 
 11.15am Mattins at Alderley 
 2.00pm Holy Matrimony at Alderley  
 6.30pm Evensong at Alderley 
 
 
Sun. 31 st   15th after Trinity 
 8am Holy Communion at Alderley 
 9.30am Family Service at Alderley 
 10.15am Mattins at Birtles  
 11.15am Mattins at Alderley 
 6.30pm Evensong at Alderley 
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September 
Sun. 7 th 16th after Trinity 
 8am Holy Communion at Birtles 
 9.30am Family Service at Alderley 
 10.15am Family Service at Birtles  
 11.15am Holy Communion at Alderley 
 6.30pm Evensong at Alderley 

 

COFFEE is available in the Parish Hall after the 9.30am Family Service.  
Donations to charity. 

 
 

COLLECTION TOTALS  
 

 
 

 

Date 
Gift Aid 

Envelopes 
Non-Gift Aid 
Envelopes 

Misc. 
Cash 

Standing 
Orders Total 

Jun 1st 433.00 14.50 32.84  480.34 

Jun 8th 490.61 19.50 54.00  564.11 

Jun 15th   371.60 11.50 48.10  431.20 

Jun 22nd  343.80 11.50 64.00  419.30 

Jun 29th 652.88 10.50 26.06  689.44 

    1200.00 1200.00 

Total 2291.89 67.50 225.00 1200.00 3784.39 
 

It costs £5915 per month to keep your church going, so you can see that there is a 
substantial shortfall.  Can you see your way to increasing your weekly giving? 

 

 
AUTUMN CLEANING – INSIDE & OUT! 

 

Saturday 20 th September - 10.00am 
 

It is nearly time for our Autumn cleaning session!!! 
 

Although the church is cleaned inside thoroughly and the 
churchyard maintained, both on a weekly basis, it is also 
necessary to give it an annual 'blitz',  
 

A good time to do this will be immediately 
before our Open Weekend in order that 
St.Mary's is looking pristine for our visitors! 
 

Please do come and lend us a hand.  It is 
actually quite fun and you'll even be given a cup of coffee as a 
reward!! 
 

If you are able to lend us a hand, then do please let me know. 
 

Jenny Youatt   
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
 

Just a reminder about forthcoming future dates this month. 
 
The Bridge Drive  is Monday August 4th 
At the time of going to press there are a few tables to be taken. 
 
The Fun Lunch at Blaze Farm on Wednesday August 13 th is approaching fast! 
Do join us, it would be good to have some new faces. 
We shall be organising transport by car and will probably set off around midday. 
The lunch will cost £10.00. 
Do let me know if you would like to join us. 
 
We plan to have a simple Harvest Lunch  following the Harvest Festival on 
Sunday October 4th. Tickets will be £8.00 for adults; £2.00 for children. 
This is a diary date, more information next month. 
 
There will not be a Harvest Supper this year. 
      

Janet Adamson 
 
 

STOP PRESS 
£850 was raised at the Antiques Roadshow ! 

 
 

 

                                "ST.MARY'S GOLF CLA SSIC" 
 

Thursday 11 th September 
at Alderley Edge Golf Club 

Shotgun Start at 1.30pm 
 

This Am Am Golf Tournament will help significantly 
towards reaching the final objective and we hope 
that you will enjoy participating.  

 
Each sponsor may enter a team of three players 
(ladies, gents or mixed.  
The competition will be Stableford.  

Cost: £180 per team to include snack lunch, green fees and dinner (including 
wine). 
 
Other guests will be welcome to join us for the evening Dinner (cost £20 per 
person). We hope the Dinner will be an enjoyable social occasion when we can 
celebrate the success of the Appeal. 
 
More information from Ian White (07970 270133) or Philip Webb (01625 861342) 
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THE HISTORIC CHESHIRE CHURCHES PRESERVATION TRUST 
 

RIDE & STRIDE DAY 
 

SATURDAY 13 th SEPTEMBER 2008 
 

 

The HCCPT is committed to make a major contribution 
to the preservation and repair of Cheshire’s historic 
churches and is dependent on voluntary donations for 
its income.  
 

The main annual fund-raising event is the Ride & Stride 
Day which is a national event and always held on the 

second Saturday in September when groups of people or individuals from 
churches all over the county drive, ride, walk or run around as many 
churches in their area as they choose. They obtain sponsorship for their 
efforts and half of what they raise goes to the church of their choice whilst 
the Trust gets the benefit of the other half.  
 

Last year Wynne Liddle and I took part in the above event raising a 
fantastic total of £1250. We drove nearly 70 miles and visited 6 lovely 
churches. We intend to take part again this year and once again 50% of all 
monies raised will be given to our 'Tower and Organ Appeal'. 
 

If you would like to sponsor us please either contact me on 01625 ……… 
or fill in a sponsorship form available in church and return it to me.  
 

Another way of donating this year is via the 'justgiving'  website. Log on to 
www.justgiving.com/stmarysalderley  where not only can you donate 
towards our venture but you can also see the running total! 
Many thanks! 
 

Incidentally this Trust has given £5000 towards our tower renovation and 
£3000 towards our organ re-build, so it would be good to support them in 
return.                   

Jenny Youatt 

 
 

Coffee Morning 
 

Tuesday 12th August 10 am - 12 noon 
at The Rectory 

 

All welcome 
Donations to Church Funds 
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THE STORY OF ALDERLEY CHURCH  
 

told by C.B.Welland, adapted by J.Youatt 
 

(Part 18) …………………….   
 
Our next Rector was Charles Girdlestone. He was a Fellow of Balliol 
College and Select Preacher at Oxford. Before coming to Alderley he had 
been Curate at Hastings and at Ferry Hincksey and then Vicar of 
Sedgeley, and after ten years at Alderley he accepted the living of 
Kingswinford. He seems to have been a man of strong character. Author 
of several books, he produced, while Rector of Alderley, a large "Family 
Commentary of the Bible" in six volumes.  
 
Chester Diocese was now feeling itself too large. The invention of 
machines had altered the state and conditions of population. In 1836 the 
Yorkshire portion of the Diocese had already gone to make the new 
Diocese of Ripon, and then in 1847 the parts of Westmorland and 
Cumberland were joined to Carlisle, north and east Lancashire created the 
Diocese of Manchester and in1880 the rest of Lancashire created the 
Diocese of Liverpool. 
 
The day of the brief entries of Marriage is finished at last ; a change 
coming at the beginning of Mr Girdlestone’s Rectorship. Henceforth the 
clergy have to supply themselves with two Register Books, familiar to all 
who have been married during the last hundred years, keeping one when 
completed, and sending the other to London. Burials also have to be 
reported as soon as possible. It was all very new and very proper. An age 
of correctness and precision had arrived, and maybe we can feel that in 
this more than anything else the 19th century was breaking successfully 
with the traditions of the past. Indeed it seems strange to us that the 
change had not been made long before, that it is only since 1837 that at a 
wedding the bride and bridegroom have been expected to “sign the book.” 
 
(On 1st July 1837, the recording of births, marriages and deaths began. 
The country was divided into Registration Districts, each under the control 
of a Superintendent Registrar.  
When civil registration was introduced, it was the responsibility of these 
Registrars to see that births and deaths were registered in their own sub-
districts. Each Registrar gathered these records from the sub-districts and 
sent copies to the Registrar General in London, four times a year).  
 

………………………(to be continued 
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CHURCHES AROUND THE DEANERY 
 

(At the July 2007 meeting of the Deanery Synod it was agreed that, in an effort for the 
people of the Deanery to get to know the Deanery better, each of the 20 churches, in 
rotation, would produce a written article about themselves which will appear in all parish 
magazines or news sheets.  
It is envisaged that at the end of this exercise all the articles can be collated into a small 
booklet which can be sold at cost in the various churches of the deanery). 
 
 

St. John the Evangelist - Chelford  
 
Travel, in the past, was often facilitated by 
fords and on a small knoll above Chela’s Ford 
the monks from Chester Abbey built a Chapel 
of Ease about the year 1200.  By 1774 a new 
church was much needed and the present 
Georgian building was consecrated in 1776 
by Bishop Markham of Chester, with the 
tower being added in 1840. Originally, the 
Church lay in the heart of Chelford but after 
the coming of the railway in the 1830s further 
development moved away to the West. This 
inevitably led to some physical isolation 
between the church and the main residential 
area: yet it is an isolation easily overcome. 
 
In the churchyard by the north chancel wall is 

a grave with a marble cross “to the memory of Margaret Ellks and thirteen others 
who were killed in the railway accident at Chelford, 22nd December, 1894” when a 
train from Manchester came into collision with a wagon that had been thrown off 
the line while shunting. Seventy-nine people were injured besides the fourteen 
killed. Time spent reading the other inscriptions will tell you much of the history of 
the parish and reveals evidence of a large family, faithful to God, whose roots 
spread backwards in time for centuries. 
 
The nave of the church has the old box pews and in 1925 some of that wood from 
pews not required was used to panel the walls. There is no centre aisle - a rather 
unusual feature.  Two War Memorial Windows are the work of Mr. J. H. Dearle, a 
pupil of Burne Jones.  The Lectern, given in 1887, is "cut out of solid English Oak, 
and designed in the manner of the English woodwork of the 14th century." It has 
symbols of the four Evangelists and the monograms of Christ. The altar-rails and 
pulpit were given in 1903. 
 
The service times are:- 
 8.00 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) on First Sunday 
 10.00 am Family Communion Service (Order 1) with Sunday School  
 6.30pm  Evensong on the Third Sunday 
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St.Mary, Alderley 
 

OPEN WEEKEND 
   

Saturday 27 th September 
& 

Sunday 28 th September 
                      

Opening Times  
 

Saturday 27th September  – 10.00am – 5.00pm 
 

Sunday 28th September  –   12.15pm – 5.00pm 
      

Light Lunches & Afternoon Teas will be available throughout 
 

Church and Stanley Family Archive Display 
Guided Tours 

 

 
 

ST. MARYS' CHURCH, ALDERLEY  - WEBSITE 
 

www.stmarysalderley.com 
 

Our website was launched in February 2007 and 
since then it has had nearly 5000 visits from folk 
from all over the world. 
 

There are many pages on the site which include 
our location, our services, opening times for 
visitors and our history and features. There is 
also an Appeal update page which includes 
photos of the tower and clock restoration and the 
dismantling of the organ. 

 

In recent months two new sections have been added. Firstly our magazine 
is now uploaded each month so it can be viewed online from anywhere in 
the world! Our latest section is an 'Activity' page. Many of our functions are 
now featured by an array of photographs – these include the choir jumble 
sale, the parish trip to Holyhead, our new Walking Group and our latest 
event, the parish Garden Party. 
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PRESTON GUILD – 29TH AUGUST 
 

In medieval times, in Britain and across Western Europe, a local guild 
merchant wielded a great deal of power over trade and commerce in the 
area of its jurisdiction, granting privileges to its members and severely 
circumscribing the commercial activities of outsiders. These restrictions 
amounted to a monopoly on most areas of commerce, and, apart from 
during a fair, no non-guild member could trade in the town without express 
permission, which was rarely granted.  
 

Guild court meetings at which new members were admitted and other 
business was transacted were held periodically, and these events became 
major celebrations in themselves, with trade processions, triumphal 
arches, dinners, speeches, balls, concerts, and all kinds of popular 
entertainment. Many guilds pre-dated the growth of effective local  
government and provided the basis of the latter when it finally evolved.  
As guilds also had close connections with the religious establishment, it 
was common for local business, civic, and religious elites to become 
inextricably intertwined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The charter for Lancashire’s Preston Guild, granted by Henry II, dates 
back to c.1179. Since 1562 the guild has met every twenty years (except 
in 1942), to confirm its powers and agree new freemen. Although 
gradually stripped of its power over the years, and losing all remaining 
vestiges of it by the Municipal Reform Act of 1835, the meetings are still 
held, and comprise general celebration and merrymaking in the town. To 
be elected Freeman of the Guild has no practical purpose any more, but it 
is still regarded as an honour; and the phrase ‘once every Preston Guild’, 
meaning ‘not very often’, is still current in Lancashire. The next Preston 
Guild will be held in 2012 
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SOUP AND STUDY PROGRAMME- 2008 
 

An Approach to Christmas: Patriarchs, Prophets, Joh n the Baptist, 
The Blessed Virgin Mary and Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

All meetings are at the Rectory between 12-2pm. You can come for lunch only 
between 12-1 pm or study only 1 -2pm or of course stay on for both. Each 
meeting is independent of the other, so don’t be concerned if you are unable to 
follow the whole programme. A donation of £3 to defray costs is asked each time. 
The lunch consists of soup, bread, a selection of cheeses, cake and tea/coffee. 
 

September 
Thursday 18th - Patriarchs 

 

October 
Thursday 2nd - Prophets 

Thursday 16th - John the Baptist 
Thursday 30th - The Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

November 
Thursday 13th - Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Thursday 27th - How God Speaks Two Thousand Years On 
 

December 
Thursday 11th  Christmas Social 

 
 
 

 
ST MARY'S WALKING GROUP 

 

Saturday 6 th September – 10 am prompt 
 

Lanten Pike – Hayfield 
 

Starting point : Car park Hayfield        Grid ref  SK 0359086894 
 

Length: approx 7 miles of moderate walking; one 
short fairly steep bit 
 

Walk description:  Walk 
will go to Lantern Pike 
where it is possible for the 

energetic to climb it while others walk round. Up to 
Hollingworth Head farm, across the road to Chunal moor, 
past the shooting cabin and down the Snake path back to 
Hayfield. 
 

Please bring packed lunch 
 

Contact:  Terry Fones  
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ROTA FOR AUGUST 2008  
LADY SIDESMEN /  SIDESMEN / LECTORS  
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DATE TIME SIDESMEN LECTOR 
    9.30am Mrs J.Martin  

11.15am Mr & Mrs Stephenson Mrs Stephenson 3rd  

6.30pm Mr J.Cocker Mrs S.Hine 

    
8.00am Mrs A.Cockburn  

9.30am Mr G.Woolley  

11.15am      Messrs W,Ablett & R.Shiers Mr R.Shiers 
10th   

6.30pm Mrs Z.Theofilopoulos     Mr G.Davis 

    
8.00am Mr R.Walker  

9.30am                Mrs J.Cocker  

11.15am    Messrs R.Akester & S.Welsh Mr R.Akester 
17th  

6.30pm Dr M.Tucker Mrs A.Cockburn 

    
8.00am              Mrs B.Essayan  

9.30am              Mrs J.Davenport  

11.15am     Mesdames Adamson & Liddle Mrs W.Liddle 
24th  

6.30pm Mr S.Maynard    Mrs J.Lee 

    
8.00am Mr P.Bean  

9.30am Mrs G.Beeley  

11.15am Mr & Mrs J.Haigh Mr G.Davis 

. 
31st  

6.30pm Mrs D.Barber Mr P.Bean 

    
9.30am Ms L.Marsh  

11.15am Mrs R.Dyas & Mr G.Hilton Mrs S.Hine 
SEPT 

7th  
6.30am Mr A.Cockitt Mrs A.Cockburn 

        



 
FLOWER ROTA 
 

Aug. 3rd   Wedding    
Aug. 10th     June Gass            
Aug. 17th     Mary Stonehewer 
Aug. 24th   Wedding 
Aug. 31st  Phyllis Steele 

   
READERS ROTA FOR THE FAMILY SERVICE  
 

Aug. 3rd   Bella French    
Aug. 10th     Lucy Bootland           
Aug. 17th     Ella Davis 
Aug. 24th   Joe / Katie Morum 
Aug. 31st  Mark Reynolds 

   
MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS  
 
 

The deadline for the next magazine is Friday 15 th August 2008 
 

Please send all copy to: 
 

Editorial:   Jenny Youatt     Email: info@stmarysalderley.com 
   1, Orchard Crescent, Nether Alderley, SK10 4TZ 
 

Production:  Jean Whittingham 
 

Subscriptions  
& Distribution:  Peter Bean:  
 

Large format copies of the magazine are available. 
 

12 

�����������	
����������������	
����������������	
����������������	
����� �
 
 
 
�
�

��
��������� �
�

July  20th  Zach Andrew Arthur Haigh  
�
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July 12th  Micheal James Rutherford to Sarah Elizabeth Godderidge 
  


